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Suddenly Last Summer, by Tennessee Williams is a semi-surrealist play that is set in the 

mid 1930s. The protagonist, Catherine, is brought from a mental institution to her Aunt Violet’s 

mansion in the garden district of New Orleans to retell the story of the death of Violet’s son, 

Sebastian. Catherine must risk what little freedom she has left to fight for her sanity, and 

ultimately be judged by a doctor who specializes in lobotomy. 

1930s fashion was heavily influenced by Hollywood Glamour. Glamour was a woman's 

strength, and it was achieved through an extreme performance of femininity. To help tell this 

story, the color pallet is very tight and is extrapolated from William’s textual description of Violet 

Venable’s costume which is lavender with pink hair. Therefore keeping all the characters in 

various tones of reds keeps everyone in Violet’s world. 

Catherine states that she is in a Schiaparelli suit that was purchased for her by 

Sebastian in Paris. So her suit is heavily influenced by 1930s fashion and surrealistic visual art, 

as Elsa Schiaparelli was a surrealist fashion designer. To counter Catherine, Violet is also 

wearing a fairly fashionable suit in a similar avant garde style. Catherine’s outfit informs the way 

Sebastian liked the women in his life to dress. 

The text also suggests that the doctor and the nun are dressed entirely in white. This 

helps the two medical professionals in the story feel uncomfortably sterile. Having that much 

white on stage also helps Catherine tell the climactic story of the events in the white hot Cabeza 

De Lobo where Sebastian died. 

Accentuating the feminine features of the two female leads keeps the audience focused 

on Catherine’s struggle. Furthermore, using a tight color palette to keep all the characters in 

Violet’s world helps tell the story of Catherine’s perseverance and ultimate survival. 


